
Bark Rubbings 

Age:  3 years and up 

What children will learn 
Science skills, comparison skills 

From Penn State University Cooperative Extension 

What to do   
1. Children can hold a piece of paper against a tree’s bark, and using the long, 

bare side of a crayon, rub on the paper to create a bark rubbing.  
2. Try it on several trees with different types of bark.  
3. Compare the feel and look of the bark, and the bark rubbings. 

What’s needed 
Paper 
Tree with bark 
Crayons 
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